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APRIL. 


The flower is admired by every one, and some 
fancy it lias a pleasant odour, but others cannot 
discover any scent. It is considered injurious to 
cattle, and the Egyptians regarded it as the emblem 
of sickness. The blossoms are sensitive of the 
changes of the weather, and close before a storm 
and * 


“ Shrinking from the chilly night, 

Droop and shut up j” 

but as soon as the sun shines upon it, or daylight 
breaks, it again expands its blossoms to salute it. 

“ Beautiful Anemone ! 

Say do the fairies streak 
The blushes on thy cheek. 

When moonlight sleeps upon thee ? 

** Beautiful Anemone ! 

Do not they pile the gold 
Which thy pure vases hold. 

Heaping their favours on thee, 

“ Beautiful Anemone ! 

Then round thy lovely bell. 

Surely they breathe a spell 
To draw all hearts unto thee. 

“ Beautiful Anemone ! 

Tliou fairy gifted flower, 

We own thy magic power. 

And fondly linger near thee.” 

Upon entering a wood that has lately been cut 
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we are greeted by myriads of these sweet peren- 
nial blossoms, and 

“ Flower of the wildwood ! your home is there, 
’Mid all tliat is fragrant, all that is fair. 

Where the wood-mouse makes liis home in eai’th. 
Where gnat and butterfly have their bii*th, 

\\liere leaves are dancmg over each flower, 

Famiing it well in the noontide hour. 

And the breath of the wind is murmuring low'. 

As branches are bending to and fro.” 

Another species called the Pasque flower (Ane- 
mone Pulsatilla ) has handsome purple flowers, 
and grows in chalky pastures ; besides which we 
have the yellow wood Anemone (A . ranunculoides)^ 
growing in Kent and Herts; and the mountain 
Anemone (A. appenina)^ found in Bedfordshire, 
Essex, and Monmouthshire. 

THE CUCKOO PINT. 

(Arum maculatutu.') 

Class, Monoecia. Order, Polyandria. N. O. Aroideje. 

This is a very singular plant, the sheath rises on the 
banks of our hedges in March, and soon afterwards, 
on opening it a club-shaped spadix show's itself, of 
a dull purple colour, with a number of protuber- 
ances beneath of a pale yellow or white colour ; 
the leaves are large, halbert-shaped, shining, and 
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